THE patient, A. R., aged 70, a compositor, presents the typical thickening and bending of his tibiaeand femora characteristic of osteitis deformans. The disease is as yet of only moderate degree, and is limited to his lower extremities. The changes commenced, or at least were first observed, in the left tibia six years ago, and at present they are best marked in that bone and the left femur. The eczema, to which he has been subject more or less for many years, atpresent chiefly affects his legs. On the whole the patient seems to have enjoyed good general health, but has suffered twice from rheumatic fever, forty and twenty-four years ago respectively. There is no history of any venereal disease. Nothing abnormal can be discovered in the thoracic or abdominal viscera or in the urine. A noteworthy feature of the present case is that as yet there has been no pain connected with the bone disease.
DISCUSSION.
Dr. DORNER, who showed the case for Dr. Weber, added that the eczema had some relation to the old age of the patient. There was no specific disease, and he had healthy children. In answer to the President, he said there was no involvement of the head and no pain. The condition had come on gradually during the last six years.
The PRESIDENT regarded the case as a variety of that remarkable disease osteitis deformans, in which the change was confined either to the tibie or the fibule, occasionally involving the femora in old persons; a senile change, and not progressing to the head or arms or other parts of the body. He had seen four instances of it, three of them in friends whom he had known for a number of years, and whose cases he had followed. There was a reduction in height owing to the bending of the tibite and the gradual bowing, but no pain or discomfort.
